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Performance artist and anti-oppression ac

tivist Joe Cart._.

rector Lynne Carey said the crowd for the

potfuck dinner that preceded Carr's pre-

<entation was evenly distributed among
high school sudents; college students, and
adult members of the coptpunity. More
aduilts arrived for the prograi itsclf, bring-
ing, the total umber of those present 10
about 60.
Asked how be felt about 2 perceived Jack
 of intexest by his generation in political ac-
tvista compared 10 youth activismt during
the Vietpam War, (ars said he was disap-
pointed by the amownt of activism and ox-
ganizing across Amexican generations. n
fhe young activists opimion, disinterest and
lethargy are caused by mainstrea media

PIOGraTIsg that distracts Americans with’

orisnformation.

Carr arrived from Kansas City via Des
Motnes, where he had performed the previ-
ous night at the Central Senior Centex. Fol-
lowing his Ames performance, he was
schedled to appeax in Grinnell, Wartburg,
Cedar Falls, and Towa Gity, then contioue on
to St. Louis and Columbia for performances
i Missouri before returning 10 Kansas City
for yet another performance. t's 2 grueling
schedule even for 2 young, talented, and e
exgetic activist who basno time for lethargy
and whose audiences are anything but dis-
interested.

“Peacemaking in Palestineg” was spon-
. sored by the Alliance for Global Justice,

- Ames High chool Progressive Club, Ames
Public Library, Catalyst, Tie for Peace, and
the United Nations Association. :

—Michasl Gillespie
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Trade between

Bgyptian Ambassador Nebil Fahmy de-
seribes his country’s economic reforms.

ship Soclety (USEF) in Washington, BC. Ad-
dressing an eagey audience at the sold-out
event, Egyptian Ambassador Nabil Fahury
said the relationship is "hased on three pil-
lars™: the peage process: sceurity and eco-
nomics. He expressed guarded optimism
that the opening of negotiations toward 2
Rree Trade Agreement (FTA) may be an-
pounced after fuxtber trade tallss in March

Bgypt has a w3efined vision of whexe We
want to go and how 10 get there,” he said.
irpss 1§ in our pational ‘imterest. The FTA
‘will be a global seal of approval.”

Asked why Bgypt has not already signed
an FTA with the US., 23 have Jordan and

Moroceo, Balumy emphasized the need to

progressina mber of areas. “EgyPt is not
just lanning ecopomic reforms,” he e¥
plained, “but reporting results, inclnding
reductions in customs duties and jncome
Over the last 15 years: he noted, the
Fgyptian economy has made great strides in
the transition from state contro). Roughly
70 percent of GDF nOW comes from the pri-
vate sector. Foreign direct jnvestment has
increased, he said, and financial sector 18-
forms bave continued, including the priva-
sizatiom of banks. Clearly, e stated, “almost
nothing is taboo.”

Ticking off further evidence of the suc-
cess of Bgypt's economic reforms, Fahmy
enumerated: “the stock market is up 100
percent over Jast yeax, towism is 1p 30 per-
cent and the projected economic growth
rate for 2005 is 6 percent! ‘

Building bilateral tade relations toward
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the United States and Egypt
was the topic of & Feb. 9 luncheont meeting
Josted by the United States Bgypt Friend-

ype FTA bas invotved signing of other ageee-
ments along the Way, the ambassador fold
Lis audience. The Trade and Investment
Pramework agreement FA) Is in active D&
gotiation, and the Qualifed Tndustrial Zones

ian exports to the U.§. assunyng an 11.8
+ Jsraeli component, Fahioy said, en-
abling Egypt t0 “preserve i roarket sbare
in the U8/ The ambassador continued,
mye needed to do it e compete against
otlser competitors bringing their products
1o the Asmerican market. It buys the textile
industry time to be able to compste glob-
" he explained, “35d even in the Bgypt-

ja marketplace.” '

Fahmy conceded that “opening & FTA
doest't reduce tariffs that mmach, maybe 6
percent peduction from tariffs today.” But,
to pursue the targeted 7-8 percent growth
rate and create 00,000 new jubs, he ax-
gued, Egyp pecds the FTA to Epsure global
market 2CCESS. Egypt muast successfully
compete and attract svestors. The FIA will
provide what fabmy called “the blue rib-
bon indication that our economic policy 1§
sound, and has been acknowledged by the
us’.

Overall, Bgypt expects 1© increase its ex-
ports to the US. by 50 percent, while US.

rts to Egypt chould rise by 40 percent.
Realistically, Fahoay remarked, “the US.
stands to Jose market shage to the Europeans
if there’s no FTA”

Duxing the question-and-amwe:r period,
vopics turned toward pobtics. Responding
10 2 QUESTioD o Jsraeli-Palestinjan negote-
tions, Ambassador Fahay Wwas wnequivocal:
s copflict will not end if there is still an
occupation, if thete is DO Palestipian state”

A career diplomat who has served 10
washington since 1999, Ambassador
Fahmy is internationally recogpized for his
expertise in the field of di and fo-
terpational security. He speaks Engljsh ,
French and Arabic. — Najwa Saad

Jordanian Embassy Showcases
Wﬂ’s of Petra’s Bedlouin.
rihes

. .you will never know what Petva is like,
ulless you come out here. Only be assured
hat "t yow have seep jt, you have not had
the glimmering of ap idea how beawtiful
place can be.” S0 said T.B. Lawrence de-
scribing Petra in 1914..

The Georgetown Center for Contempo-
rary Arab Studies {CCAS) and the Jordanian
Embassy hosted a Feb. 7 lecture about the
Bedouin Tribes of Petra. Jordan's Ambas-
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